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Picture Your State
 

Description:

Students will learn about their state as they collect and organize a variety of information in “State Facts
for Students.” Students have the opportunity to examine data about kids their age, as well as a variety of
other facts selected to appeal to young students.

Standard:

Math – Numbers and Operations, Data Analysis and Probability:
Geography – The World in Spatial Terms, Places and Regions, Human Systems:
Social Studies – People, Places, and Environments :
Math, Social Studies, and Geography:Numbers and Operations, Data Analysis and Probability People,
Places, and Environments The World in Spatial Terms, Places and Regions, Human Systems
Math and Statistics Standards:These are the Common Core Standards for Math
Grade 3:
Grade 4:
Grade 5:

Materials:

1. Computer access to “State Facts for Students” <http://www.census.gov/schools/facts/>
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Activity Instructions for Students

The U.S. Census Bureau collects and organizes a wide variety of population, social, and economic
information for the nation and reports these data for many geographic units including states, counties, and
blocks. Government officials, businesses, and school districts use these figures to make decisions that
affect everyone’s lives — including students.

Go to State Facts for Students at http://www.census.gov/schools/facts/ and follow the directions below.

 

 

Activity Assessment

1. My state is

2. My state is the ____ largest state in the United States.

3. The population of my state is (in numerals)

4. The population of my state is (in words)

5. Between 2010 and 2012 my state gained/lost (circle one) ____________ people.

6. There are __________________ children my age in my state.

7. The average family size in my state is ____ . There are _______ people in my family.

8. Between 2010 and 2012 the change in number of boys and girls my age in my state was: (Use + or -
sign.) _____________ boys ____________girls

9. Between 2010 and 2012 the number of amusement parks in my state increased/decreased/stayed the
same (circle one).       

10. Between 2010 and 2012 the number of dentist offices in my state increased/decreased/stayed the
same (circle one).

11. Write a sentence explaining why you think the number of dentist offices changed.

12. Write a statement telling how people in your state get to work.

13. How do you get to school?

14. Give an example of how one of your state symbols is used. (Examples: The name of the baseball
team in Baltimore is Maryland’s state bird, Orioles. New Mexico’s license plate says “Land of
Enchantment,” the state nickname.)

Teacher's Notes

Learning Objectives

Students will:

• Collect data about the state where they live.
• Organize and identify different characteristics about the state where they live.

Blooms Taxonomy
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Analyzing

Instructions for Teachers

Before this Activity

Discuss with students that the U.S. Census Bureau collects and organizes a wide variety of population,
social, and economic information for the nation and collects this data for many geographic levels including
states, counties, and blocks. Government officials, businesses, and school districts use these figures to
make decisions that affect everyone’s lives — including students.

Go to State Facts for Students at http://www.census.gov/schools/facts/ and select your state.

Ask students if they know what the population of their state is.  Discuss other historical or interesting
information they can recall about their state.

Discuss how the U.S. Census Bureau collects data about children and businesses in which students
would have an interest.

Work with students as a group or assign students to work individually as they collect data about the state
they live in. Have students read the “Activity Instructions for Students” and answer any questions they
have before starting this activity.

During this Activity

Monitor students as they work.

After this Activity

Have students share one thing they learned about their state with other students.

Facilitate a classroom discussion to address differences in students information, and address any
common misunderstandings.

Optional Activity Extension

Have students collect data from 10 students about one characteristic found in “State Facts for Students.”
We suggest persons per family or how students get to school. After students collect the information, they
should compile the appropriate statistic from their survey set and present the information in numerical or
graphical form. They may then compare it to the information for their state and the nation.


